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indexed. Not illustrated. 1863 Excerpt: .conditions of admission do not seem to have been demanded before the
bar was constituted into a real corporation, and the agency of lawyers raised to a public function. In Justinian s
time, five years of legal study were required for the lawyer, at the end of which he was examined. From A. D.
468, the candidate was further required to testify that he was penetrated by the holiness of the mysteries of the
Catholic religion, under penalty, in case of infraction, of a perpetual exile and the confiscation of his property.
Furthermore, the admission to pleading was subordinate to the special license of the Emperor. These
guaranties of capacity and religious orthodoxy made neither orators nor jurisconsults. The science, stuffed with
subtilties, died, as had, several centuries previously, the art of oratory. From Constantine to Justinian the
lawyers were divided into regulars, or statuti, and supernumerarii. The former only were inscribed on the rolls,
and belonged to the corporation of advocates, who were attached to special jurisdictions. As to the latter, they
were free to settle wherever they pleased. They filled up the vacancies of the former; for the number of the
statuti was limited, varying, from the time of Theodosius to Justinian, from 150 to 16 at each tribunal,
according to the importance of the provincial tribunals. Thus they were in full numbers at Rome and
Constantinople, while there were only fifty at Alexandria. The lawyers whose names were not inscribed on those
privileged...
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