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Ukraine, the second largest state in Europe, appeared on the
map of the world in 1991 after the dissolution of the Soviet
Union. It borders Russia to the east, Belarus to the north, Poland,
Slovakia and Hungary to the west, Romania, Moldova to the
southwest, and the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov to the south.
The capital of Ukraine is Kyiv. The state language of Ukraine is
Ukrainian. Russian language is widely spoken, especially in the
eastern and southern part of Ukraine. Although Ukraine has only
been independent for seventeen years, it has an ancient history.
In IX century the territory of Ukraine was a center of the East
Slavic civilization, forming the state of Kievan Rus' which
disintegrated in the 12th century [1]. At that period of time Kiev
was the major political and cultural center in Eastern Europe.
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