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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.An excerpt from the beginning of the first chapter: It was probably never
so universally admitted as in the present day that the foundation of all true knowledge is, and must be, the
study and acquaintance with the great classics which have been handed down to us by our ancestors. Only thus
can such assured progress be made, when we so profit by the teachings of others as to gather new strength for
the advancement of knowledge. The study of the works of the old masters has also this negative advantage - it
convinces empty pretenders of their emptiness, and turns their attention to the calm enjoyment for themselves
and the spreading a knowledge amongst other of the grand models we have inherited from bygone times. Real
geniuses, such as Plato, Raphael, and Shakespeare, appear but seldom; but they have influenced many
generations, and their power has been felt through the ages. Therefore is it a most sorry conceit for any man,
through confidence in himself, to neglect the study of the great spirits of former days, and thus to say in effect
that he is able to produce what they produced. Amongst the younger race of educated men it is a point of
honour to study the classics; and an aspiring painter would no more dare to deride the study of Raphael,
Michael Angelo, Van Eyck, and Durer, than would a young poet give to the world a new lliad, or King Lear,
without first studying the undying works of Homer and Shakespeare. Thus it is that in poetry, in painting, and in
architecture, we see a freshness and vigour pleasant to behold, though frequently enough a...
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