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age in which we live has been truly termed the age of
improvement. In all the various departments of life, we are
presented with abundant evidence, that the dormant energies,
intellectual and moral, of our race, have been aroused, and are
now exerting their influence with a power and efficiency
unprecedented in the history of the world. The present century
has witnessed, in the physical sciences and mechanic arts,
improvements and discoveries as astounding in their character
as they are important in their practical results. The resources of
life have been multiplied audits facilities increased, to an extent
almost beyond the powers of computation. The laws of nature
have been investigated and demonstrated with a certainty,
which, while it has demolished many of the cherished theories of
times gone by, has thrown wide open the doors of her abundant
store-house, exposed to man...
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