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Subject: Food industry and trade -- Security measures -- United States. Excerpt: . . . In response to the nations
growing concerns regarding the potential for FDA and FSIS Issued deliberate contamination of the food supply,
FDA and USDA issued Voluntary Security guidelines to the food-processing industry suggesting measures to
enhance security at their facilities. Among other things, the guidelines suggests Guidelines to Food conducting a
risk assessment, developing a plan to address security risks Processors but Do at plants, and adopting a wide
range of security measures inside and outside the premises. Food-processing facilities are not required to adopt
Not Track or any of the security measures but are encouraged to adopt those that they Document the Extent
feel are best suited for their operations. Although both agencies have alerted their field inspection personnel to
be vigilant about security issues, to Which They Are they have also told the inspectors that they are not
authorized to enforce Being Implemented these measures and have instructed them not to document their
observations regarding security because of the possible release of this information under the Freedom of
Information Act and the potential for the misuse of this information. As a result, FDA and USDA currently do not
know the extent to which food security measures are being implemented at food-processing facilities. In
contrast, the Congress directed medium-size and large-size community water systems, which are privately or
publicly owned, to assess their vulnerability to terrorist attacks and to develop an emergency response plan to
prepare for such an event. The act also authorized funding to be used for basic security enhancements, such as
the...
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