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enlarged portion of the alimentary canal. This has no relation to
the heart, for which it is sometimes mistaken. Excretory and
Genital Systems.--The excretory system consists of a pair of dark
colored glandular organs that lie beneath the pericardium. Each
communicates with the pericardium by a small opening that is
not easy to demonstrate in dissections, and with the cloacal
chamber by another small opening. By turning the two gills (of
Venus) dorsally a very small papilla may be seen, just beneath
the free border of the inner gill, lying in the cloacal chamber. On
the tip of this papilla are two openings. The inner one is the
opening of the excretory organ. The outer one is the opening of
the genital duct. The genital glands are light colored organs
that, during the breeding season, extend through the principal
part of the visceral mass....
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