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Subject: Businesswomen -- United States. Excerpt: . . . business owners interviewed stated the importance of a
federal agency restricting competition to women-owned businesses. Federal agencies, that are charged with
meeting the five percent goal for women-owned businesses, lack eFective tools, such as restricted competition,
to award contracts to women-owned businesses. While restricted competition or sole source contracts are
allowed for other categories of businesses, no such tools are available for women-owned businesses. Among
the agencies interviewed, ten out of a total of twenty-six agencies had achieved the five percent contracting
goal in FY 04. The following graph, Chart 2, shows the breakdown of agencies according to their contracting
numbers for women-owned 10 businesses, according to the Federal Procurement Data System. Chart 2:
Women-Owned Business Contracting by Agency FY 04 Women-Owned Business Agency Achievement by percent
( 5 goal ) N A Air Force 3. 7 Army 13. 85 Commerce 2. 68 Defense 4. 2 Defense Information Systems Agency ( DISA
) 1. 16 Education 0. 56 Energy 3. 26 Environmental Protection Agency ( EPA ) 3. 58 General Services
Administration 5. 65 Health and Human Services 6. 95 Homeland Security 30. 24 Housing and Urban
Development 9. 36 Interior 3. 7 Justice 6. 87 Labor 2. 29 NASA N A Navy 5. 22 Smithsonian 6. 37 State 3. 83
Transportation N A Transportation Security Administration 4. 93 Treasury 5. 6 US Army Corps 6. 17 US
Department of Agriculture 0. 31 USAID 3. 64 Veterans Administration Source: Federal Procurement Data System
10 FY 04The United States Air Force, Navy, and Transportation Security Administration were interviewed for this
report, but did not...
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