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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Inaugural Address: Delivered by the Rev. Stephen
Olin, President of Randolph-Macon College, on the Occasion of His Induction Into Office, 5th March, 1834 In
obedience to a custom made respectable by many high examples, | avail myself of the present occasion when |
am about to enter upon the responsible duties to which | have been called by the guardians of this institution, to
express my sentiments upon some of the topics embraced in the great subject of Collegiate education. Of
education itself in its general and broad signification, comprehending all the physical, intellectual and moral
training by which a human being is prepared, during the years of childhood and youth, for the duties and
events of subsequent life, | do not propose to speak. Its momentous importance, and its manifold relations to
the improvement and happiness of our race, could not fail to engage the attention of the wisest men of every
civilized age and nation, and the profound research and patient experiments of former metaphysicians and
teachers have left nothing valuable to be gained in the field of original enquiry; not even the humble distinction
of obtaining for familiar truths a fresh and cordial welcome, by the graceful blandishments of more polished
language or more attractive illustration. But if we are denied all participation in the renown of discovery, the
highest intellectual powers may find ample and worthy employment in explaining the principles which our
predecessors have so firmly established; in reducing to practice the lessons they have inculcated; in modifying
to the ever varying aspects and exigencies of human society the systems which they have so skilfully elaborated,
in supplying such deficiencies...
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