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(OCoLC)54494935 Excerpt: . . . 11 challenge of working to design a space program that will increase our
understanding of both Earth and outer space, hone our Nations technological edge, and add to our economic
strength. NASA has accomplished that in the past, and should in the future. Thats why I, like most Americans,
am a strong supporter of NASA and the manned and un-manned space programs. | remember the thrill of
watching the first landing on the Moon, my fear for the fate of the crew of Apollo 13, and the unforgettable
horror of Challenger. | have marveled at unmanned probes to the outer reaches of our solar system and at the
technological achievement that is represented by the Inter-national Space Station. Nonetheless, NASA is an
agency that has lost its way. The cost trajectory of its marquee program - the Space Station - is unsustainable.
This is truer today than ever in this time of vanishing surpluses and pressing national security and redevel-
opment needs. We can no longer afford to manage large technical programs without any real regard for cost.
The question, of course, is how we proceed from here. At the current rate, we will have pumped more than 30
billion into the station - enough money to fund the National Science Foundation for almost a decade - and we
need to salvage that investment. We need to complete the core elements of the station within the existing
budget. We need to ensure that the costs of building the Space Station do not eat into other...
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