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Vintage Books Canada, Canada, 2003. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 203 x 132 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book. Rich in the detailed nuances of the human heart, and swimming in the decadent atmosphere
of New Orleans, Spelling Mississippi is a seductive, liberating novel about the ties that bind -- and those that
simply restrain. After Cleo arrives in New Orleans on holiday, she s not quite sure what she means to find there,
or how long she will stay. At first, all that is important is that she s finally away: that she can let go of her life in
Toronto and allow herself to be caught up in the swirls of the city itself. This is the New Orleans of magnolia
breezes and bourbon afternoons, and Cleo gives herself over to days spent experiencing the French Quarter in
the languorous fashion it seems to require. But then one night, while sitting alone on a wharf watching the
Mississippi roll by, something happens that wakes her up from her reverie and gives her an urgent sense of the
direction in which she must go. When a woman in an evening gown and a rhinestone tiara leaps over Cleo s
head and into the Mississippi River and disappears into a mammoth swell, Cleo is at a loss for what to do, and
can only run away. Having just witnessed what she believes to be a suicide, she spends the night distraught and
alone in her hotel, the Pommes Royales, replaying the scene in her mind and unsuccessfully barricading the
doors against the flood of emotions headed her way. Over the next days, despite efforts to return to her
explorations of the city, she cannot shake loose the intensity of this experience, as if some aspect of it has
opened her...
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