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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1917 edition. Excerpt: .but irregular and fluctuating increase in the medians. These
results might lead us to some such tentative generalization as follows: Children who lose their hearing before
the age of four or five are very little, if at all, benefited, as far as language ability is concerned, by having once
possessed hearing. Further, every year of hearing after the age of four seems to increase the chances for a
better acquisition of language. By language we mean here the ability to understand and compose. Our data
has nothing to offer in regard to the ability to speak, read the lips, or communicate by means of signs and the
manual alphabet. The higher medians for those who become deaf in later childhood are reflected in the much
higher grade ability as contrasted with hearing children. It will be remembered that the deaf as a group never
reach fifth-grade ability. In the last column of Table VI it will be noted that some of the groups go beyond
fourth-grade ability, one reaching the level of eleventh-grade ability. Comparison of Hearing and Deaf.--To
bring out further the contrast between the hearing and the deaf in this test, we have constructed Table VII. This
shows the number and per cent. of pupils having scores equivalent to each grade ability of hearing children. All
those having a score less than 3 were counted as--2 or below second-grade ability. The median for grade 2 for
hearing children is 4, and we...
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