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beneficial use of residues from the combustion of municipal solid waste (MSW). The information presented,
including results of numerous research projects, field demonstrations, and actual full-scale projects,
demonstrates that the ash can be safely used. This document will be useful to readers interested in ash use,
those considering ash beneficial use projects, and persons needing a source of information about ash.
Information important for planning and implementing ash use projects is presented. This includes data on ash
characteristics, environmental considerations, guidance on selected ash use applications, and information on
federal and state regulations and policies affecting ash use.; Results of several studies evaluating the risks of
using ash are presented. These are useful in providing an understanding of potential environmental and
human health exposure pathways considered in evaluating ash use alternatives. Key points to consider in
conducting leaching studies on ash are discussed and data are presented from laboratory and field leaching
studies. Many ash research projects and ash use demonstrations are listed and provide sources for more
detailed information on implementing beneficial use projects. Discussion of ash management practices in other
countries shows that ash use in these countries is much more prevalent than in the United States. References
are provided for readers who want more details on ash use. In 1997, 103 waste-to-energy facilities in operation
in the United States, serving the disposal needs of more than 31 million people. These facilities generated about
2800 MW of electricity from the disposal of 31 million tons of MSW. In the process, about 7 million tons of ash
were produced. Most was used a landfill daily cover, as road...
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