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- Print on Demand Neuware - Essay from the year 2006 in the subject Politics - International Politics - Region:
Near East, Near Orient, grade: 1,7, Ben Gurion University (Middle East Institute), course: Politics and Society of
Israel, 32 entries in the bibliography, language: English, comment: This essay examines the question, if the idea
of a Jewish state, based on 19th century ideology, is anachronistic and incompatible with 21st century values. It
differentiates between a Jews' state in a non-religious, national meaning and a Jewish state. It aims to proof,
that a Jews' State is not contradicting 21st century values, such as personal freedom, human rights, civil rights
and minority rights and essential for the guarantee of these rights, inside and outside of Israel. , abstract: When
we look at the contemporary discussions inside and outside Israel, we see a tendency to question the right of
Israel to exist as a Jewish State. This criticism comes from two different perspectives. On the one hand it is
questioned if a Jewish State defined by the law of Halakha in important personal matters like marriage and
divorce and in several public affairs, such as no public transportations on Shabbat - is contradicting individual
rights, such as freedom of religion and women s rights. On the other hand it is questioned if the idea of a Jewish
State is compatible with the value of democracy, equal citizen rights for all citizens including the Arab Israelis
and incompatible with human rights. This essay aims to prove that a Jewish State is an essential part of the
world community in order to ensure human rights inside and outside of Israel and justified from the perspective
of 21st century...
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