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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Committee on Education and Special Training: A
Review of Its Work During 1918 1. When the United States declared war on April 6, 1917, its regular army
numbered less than 120,000 enlisted men. Nineteen months later when the armistice was signed, the total
number recruited for the army exceeded 4,000,000. In order to accomplish this rapid expansion of the army it
was necessary first to define a policy and then to improvise administrative machinery to put that policy into
effect. The Committee on Education and Special Training was an essential part of the mobilization machinery.
Its function in the entire operation may best be understood by briefly recalling the important features of the
policy that was adopted and of the organization that was gradually developed to administer it. The policy was
defined by the Selective Service Law passed by Congress on May 18, 1917. This act authorized the President to
recruit the new army by draft. The responsibility for the selection in each community of the men who should
serve was placed upon local and district boards consisting of citizens of each community appointed by the
President. All men between the ages of 21 and 30 inclusive were required to register with their local boards and
to give full descriptions of their special abilities, occupations and industrial and domestic relations. The original
registration cards were preserved at the local boards as a basis for their work and duplicates were forwarded
to the office of the Provost Marshal General in Washington. On June 5, 1917, in response to a proclamation by
the President, 9,586,508 men were registered at the local boards. The registration cards were numbered...
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