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me more forcibly is the excellence of nearly all the papers. I
know no paper by a serious scientific man on a coral-reef area
that does not contain records of valuable observations and
correct conclusions. I have had the wish to write an account of
the very gradual growth of the knowledge we now have of
coral reefs, and point out how each of the successive workers
has contributed toward making that knowledge what it now is.
It would be a record of honorable achievement. In the short
review to follow I trust I may point out some of the substantial
additions to be credited to those whose opinions I shall discuss.
1. The Darwin-Dana hypothesis, in my opinion, is correct as
regards the formation of offshore reefs during and after
submergence; but as regards the formation of a prism of reef
material, the upper...
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