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Riverhead Books, Penguin Group, New York, 2003. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Dust Jacket Condition: New.
1st Edition. New 1st ed. hardcover w/ new mylar-protected jacket, new cover w/ black-linen wrapping spine &
extending 1.50" onto front & back panels, design element gold-stamped on front panel, titles & design gold-
stamped on spine, beautiful crimson end-papers, immaculate text-block exterior featuring cut-page side
edging, pristine interior printed handsomely on superb paper * 5.36" x 7.82", 0.28 kg, xiv+154 (168) pp. * In his
NYT bestseller 'Shakespeare: The Invention of the Human', Harold Bloom shows us how Shakespeare shaped
human consciousness & addressed the question of authorship in 'Hamlet'. In 'Hamlet: Poem Unlimited', our
most celebrated critic turns his attention to a reading of the play & to Shakespeare's most enigmatic &
memorable character. * In this superb study Harold Bloom reveals the mystery of both Prince Hamlet & the
play, how both prince & drama are able to break through the conventions of theatrical mimesis & the
representation of character to make us question the very nature of theatrical illusion. In 25 concentrated
chapters, Bloom takes us through the major soliloquies, scenes, characters & action of the play to explore the
enigma at the heart of the drama, which is central to its universal appeal. Bloom also gives a warmly personal
& full account of the history of the play & discusses how it has become an extraordinary part of the human
consciousness. As The New York Times has written, "Not perhaps since Samuel Johnson in the mid-18th century
has a critic explained to a general audience as ably as Mr.Bloom does how much Shakespeare matters to our
sense of who we are.".
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