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: ' Practice of Political Science, James W. Davis, Following World
War I, American social science research became increasingly
characterized by its adherence to the scientific method. The
application of the scientific method and efforts to achieve
precision in the social sciences opened the doors to large
research programs, particularly in political science and
international relations. However, as research became less

accessible to the general public, policymakers began to ignore
— the findings and advice given to them by political scientists.
i — e — r ) The disconnect between policy and academic debates was
@IDXQW-'FL—L@LE@ kﬁbj exacerbated by the failure of empirical research to predict
s portant developments, such as the fall of the Soviet Union
and the peaceful resolution of the Cold War. James W. Davis
engages with the widespread dissatisfaction within the social
sciences applying the scientific method to the study of social
outcomes. Terms of Inquiry critically examines central claims
and assumptions made by proponents of the scientific method
in general, as well as the specific problems confronting the
social sciences in particular. Davis seeks to develop a middle
ground between the uncritical application of the scientific
method in pursuit of...
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