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illustrated. 1859 edition. Excerpt: . . . blue vault, and their confession of faith has been handed down to us in the
pyramids, and symbols, and in those forms of worship that have their various ramifications throughout the
world. But says the bigot: these men were pagans, and consequently under the wrath of God. Here we are at
issue at once, for we are attempting to show that the idea so prevalent that God is, or ever was angry, is an
ancient myth. If God was angry with the Egyptian system of worship, why did he allow, nay, direct Moses to
perpetuate the same forms, and most of their doctrines among the Jews 1 facts that we think we shall be able
to prove. And why has every religious sect been permitted to perpetuate these forms and doctrines It may be
proper here to glance at the causes that combined to introduce and perpetuate these various forms and
ceremonies of ancient and modern religion; for inasmuch as we reject the common idea that God has
promulgated his laws, viva voce, to any man, but belifjve on the contrary that men of all nations receive
impressions, or a knowledge of the Divine will, through their reflective or spiritual powers, it becomes us to
show as far as we are able, the process by which the nations have arrived at their present position in these
matters. The unanimous testimony of ancient monuments presents us a methodical and complicated system,
viz: that of the...
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